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Abstract

Industrial clusters, as a strategy, is considered one of the most important means
of developing and supporting Small & Medium Enterprises (SMEs). It also serves for
the improvement of their production capabilities so as to help the projects operate on a
relatively larger scale. At this point, SMEs would be allowed to enjoy benefits of the
economies of scale, such as access to new technologies, decreasing production cost, and
increasing the quality and competitiveness of products. This study reviews the main
concepts of Industrial Clusters and its social and economic effects as well as relevant
international success stories.
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Source: Antoine Mansour, Support Services And The Competitiveness of SMEs in the MENA
Region, Working Paper No. 56, May 2001, Egyptian Center for Economic studies (ECES), p.4.
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! Japan Small and Medium Enterprise Corporation, 23 May, 2003,
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possible lessons for emerging countries’, UNIDO Working papers, p.6.
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'Fabio Russo, "General Review Study of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) Cluster
India", UNIDO, July 1999,p.4.
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